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09/806,934 


Applicant(s) 

KIKUSHIMA, MASAYUKI 


Examiner 

Mark Budd 


Art Unit 

2834 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 



2a)[X] This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 1-5.7-24 and 26-37 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 31 and 32 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) [X] Claim(s) 22-24 and 26-30 is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-5.7-21 and 33-37 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAll b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)), 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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Claims 1-5, 7-9 and 39 are rejected under 35 USC 103 as unpatentable over Kondo in 
view of Japan (732), Japan (540) or Japan (606) for the specific reasons set forth in the last office 
action. Applicant argues that the Kondo structure is not a single unit, but actually two joined 
units. Firstly, when the "two" housings are joined, they become one integrated housing. 
Secondly, it has long been held that making parts integral or separable is a manipulation within 
the skill expected of the routineer, and therefore obvious to perform. 

Claims 10-21 and 33-36 are rejected under 35 USC 103 as unpatentable over Kondo in 
view of Japan (732), Japan (540) or Japan (606) and combined with Ohya or lnoi for the specific 
reasons noted in the previous office action. Applicants comments have been noted. The reasons 
given as motivation need not be explicitly stated in a reference. It is visually obvious that the 
projections help orient the housed element and keep it from contacting the housing wall. It 
would not matter what the component was, it would still be oriented and prevented from 
contacting the inner wall. Note lnoi figures 12(a) and 12(b) which clearly shows location 
projections and a gap between the element and the projections. It is further noted that use of 
potting (back fill) material to prevent exposure to hostile environments or aid in securing the 
element in place is well known (official notice taken). 

Claims 22-24 and 26-30 are allowed. 

This application contains claims 31 and 32 drawn to an invention nonelected with 
traverse in Paper No. (1 1-17-01) . A complete reply to the final rejection must include 
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cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 
821.01. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 



final action. 
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